T A recent presenta-

tion at Rashtrapati

Bhawan it was men-

tioned that the huge

ational knowledge

network (NKN) created at an

expense of hundreds of crores

was lying mostly unused. This

network links India's universi-

ties with each other and

makes information available

with one member accessible to

another partner. This fact only

reflects the isolationist ap-
proach of our universities.

It is time to revisit the
structure and capabilities of
our higher education system.
What should be the contours
of the modern-day university
in the Indian context which
faces multiple challenges,
such as: providing quantity for
the young masses spread
throughout the country, deliv-
ering high quality content to
make students job-ready’, and
making this available at an af-
fordable cost?

It is true that in the past
decade or so, anything that
could be digitised has become
subject to disruption. All infor-
mation-based industries and
services such as banking and
insurance, retail, reservation
and transportation, have faced
technological discontinuities.
Well-established and en-
trenched incumbents had to
give way to young, technology-
savvy, and nimble players.
Who could think that the
world’s largest bookseller
Barnes and Noble would be
undercut by an upstart called
Amazon, or Britannica ency-
clopedia would become almost
extinct! Even manufacturing
and products-based industries
have undergone a revolution
of sorts — whichever part of
the value-chain could be digi-
tised has brought about a new
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Gearing up the country’s universities

|

- Arun Kumar Jain

maximise the advantage of us being a young nation hinges

than century old incumbent
— went down after chemical-
based films business was con-
sumed by the convergences in
digital technology.

Yet, it is remarkable (and
strange) that globally, the tradi-
tional classroom-managed uni-
versity education system has
remained firmly entrenched.
The structural contours still
are almost similar to what they
were centuries ago. Technology
has had limited impact in the
classroom or in sharing of in-
formation within the university
system. Some of the famous
colleges for under-graduate
study of commerce and eco-
nomics, unbelievably, were not
using computers in creating
and manipulating simple work-
sheets and graphs. The lack of
use of minimal but extremely

and communicating new evi-
dence-based research findings
for bringing forth new ideas,

REQUISITE REFORM: Our state universities are the pivots around which the entire ecosystem that can

cooler components at Meerut
and hafidmade leather shoes at
Agral Clearly, the research

and pushing the frontiers of guides had not given adequate

knowledge. For this, a creative
approach is necessary rather
than a typical mechanical ap-
proach. Why are our universi-
ties not doing this? There are
several reasons of which two
will be discussed here.

First, the university system,
as it has evolved in our country,
is highly risk-averse. Faculties
and departments are reluctant
to experiment. There is an in-
trinsic structural and mental
rigidity that discourages faculty
members and PhD candidates
to deviate from the standard. To
highlight one instance, a candi-
date who had worked on ‘dy-
namic capabilities of high-
technology firms in India’, on

time to the candidate even in
framing the research construct
for the experiments. The re-
search is more guided by con-
venienge and eye on comple-
tion rather than enquiry. Such
instances are common.

The second reason is lack of
interdisciplinary approach in
innovative research. Faculty
members are usually trapped
in their own so-called speciali-
sations beyond which it is diffi-
cult for them to see. The uni-
versities can learn much from
the field of medicine which has
remarkably blended technology
with the traditional and has
adapted to the requirements of

. multiple-specialisation by be-
terdiseiplinary. This' U« o arunkumar@mydigitalfelcom
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by the doctors and patients si-
multaneously, and consultants
can advise from remote loca-
tions. The practice has thrived
on an excellent partnership be-
tween various players in the
ecosystem such as medical
equipment  manufacturers,
hospitals and doctors with dif-
ferent specialisations, patholo-
gists and drug producers,
among others.

India is a huge country in
terms of infrastructure re-
quirements and geographic
spread for higher education.
Some of the limitations can be
overcome through web- and
non-web based technologies.
The society stands democra-
tised with ready information
transforming our lives beyond
recognition in just the past five
years. The world is moving to-
wards smart cities and smart
campuses — one can find free

= wi-fi hotspots and access to in-

formation on the go. Big data
and cloud computing would
allow more and more cus-
tomised programmes to be de-
veloped according to the edu-
cational needs of the local
young population.

Our state universities are
the pivots around which the
entire ecosystem that can max-
imise the advantage of us being
a young nation hinges. In the
field of higher education,
which is a central-state subject,
much would depend upon the
state governments to usher the
structural reforms. The win-
dow of opportunity is there for
another decade or so. The
much-hyped demographic div-
idend can become a liability
once the window closes. Thus,
the challenge for the universi-
ties is to rapidly upgrade to re-
main meaningful and exciting
places to work and create.
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case of the photograph indus-
try where Kodak — a more
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RS adopts motion to include member in IISc Council

New Delhi, Dec 9 (PTI) A motion to elect a member from Rajya Sabha in the Council of Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, for 2014-17 was adopted in the Upper House today.

The appointment will be for a period of four years from 2014-17.

The motion was moved by HRD Minister M M Pallam Raju and adopted amid din over various issues.

http://www.ptinews.com/news/4218429 RS-adopts-motion-to-include-member-in-IISc-Council.html

Petition on IIT admissions dismissed

Legal Correspondent

The Bench dismissed another writ petition filed by an advocate S. Raj Kumar, who challenged the new process of
filtering students before giving ad mission into IITs. He said the condition that aspirant must be in the top 20 percentile
of successful candidates in 12th exam of each Board is illegal

Printable version | Dec 10, 2013 12:39:51 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national /tp-andhrapradesh
/petition-on-iit-ad missions-dismissed/article 5442549.ece

© The Hindu
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“India only behind China in
enrolments in Oz varsities

the sector that saw an over-
all drop in total enrolments
from India as well China, the
topmost supplier of overseas

MELBOURNE: India has
emerged as the 2nd largest
supplier of higher education
students for Australian uni-

versities, according to latest students for Australia.
data. The number of Indian From India, while the
total enrolments in VET fell

students to undertake higher
education in Australia has
witnessed growth this year

to 27,581 as compared to
37,922 recorded last year, the

with total enrolments reach- commencements dropped
ing over 15,800 during the to 13,262 from 17,451 last
period of January-October as period. From China, VET
compared to 12,062 last year. enrolments fell to 13,709 this
The data indicated that year from 15,378 last Janu-
even if the total enrolments ary-October period.
dropped, India emerged as Vocational Education and Trainin g The top five source coun-

the second top supplier of . tries for students studying in
international students for (VET) was the sector that saw a d’OP IN  Australia are China, India,

Australia. Vocational Educa-  total enrolments from India and China Korea, Vietnam and Malay-
tion and Training (VET) was sia. AGENCIES

ITM-A to host doctoral colloquium

New Delhi, Dec. 8:
The Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-A) is hosting its seventh three-day Doctoral Colloquium

starting on Monday.

The event will begin with lectures from national and international professors and the second day will be marked by
debates. Panels comprising acclaimed academicians and industry practitioners will debate on ‘Doing and
Disseminating Meaningful Research’ and ‘Gender sensitisation and creation of women centric workspaces’.

The final day will have doctoral workshops by various professors who will equip the participants with tools and insights
for research and publication.

More than 200 participants including Ph.D students, graduates, professors and representatives from the corporate
sector are expected to attend the colloquium. The event will also act as a platform for over 80 doctoral candidates to
present their research and engage in conversations with their peers and experts.

— Our Bureau

{This article was published on December 3, 2013)
Keywords: ndian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, Doctoral Colloquium event
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EAST ASIAN STUDENTS

AREW

LEADER Asian
nations cemented
their top positions
inareporton
global education
Agence France-Presse

sian nations cemented their top

positions in an eagerly awaited

report on global education, as their

students continued to outshine

Western counterparts in maths
science and reading.

Shanghai again ranked first in maths, sci-
ence and reading in the three-yearly report
by the Paris-based OECD, based on surveys
of more than half a million 15-year-olds in
65 countries.

Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan and South
Korea rounded out the top five in math.

The so-called PISA report (Programme
for International Student Assessment) is the
single largest study of global schooling and
has been dubbed the World Cup of education.

It is highly influential among education
officials, with participating countries repre-
senting more than 80% of the global economy
and often adapting policy.

CHINA ON TOP

Shanghai’s top rankings means its students
are the equivalent of three years of schooling
ahead of their counterparts with average
scores, including those of many wealthy
Western countries like Britain and France.

This year’s survey focused on math skills,
with Macao-China, Japan, Liechtenstein,
Switzerland and The Netherlands rounding
out the top 10.

'Lackinga truly national sample in China,
the teport only includes some of the coun-
try’s most economically advanced regions,
which the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD)
acknowledges are not representative of
the entire country.

“Already strong performers in 2009,
Shanghai, Hong Kong and Singapore con-
tinued to improve their performances in the
three categories,” said Sophie Vayssettes, an
education analyst with the OECD.

OECD experts said the top scores of Asian
nations were down to a strong culture of
education and to teacher training.

Their education systems “ask a lot of
their students. There is a culture of educa-
tion: parents, children, teachers everyone
is working in the same direction,” said the
OECD's Eric Charbonnier.

(

ORLD'SBEST

-WMMWIMhIWmmmWM High School

KEY FINDINGS UNCOVERED IN THE OECD SURVEY ,

THE REPORT NOTED THAT
GENDER DIFFERENCES REMAIN
STRONG. GIRLS CONTINUE TO
0UTDO BOYS IN READING AND

YARDSTICK’ FOR EDUCATION

Also, “every country that is at the top, which
has moved forward, has put teacher train-
ingat the heart” of their education system,
he said.

The report highlighted Italy, Poland and
Portugal for showing improvements in
maths skills since the last survey, but noted
drops in Sweden and Finland.

Students in Britain scored the exact aver-
age of OECD nations in maths, with their
counterparts in France only slightly ahead.
The United States was further down, wedged
between Slovakia and Lithuania

Peru ranked at the bottom of the list in
all three categories, with its students the
equivalent of six years of schooling behind
students in Shanghai.

Only one European country, Finland,

= Gender differences remain strong. Girls
in school continue to outperform in
reading skills and boys showing better
results in maths

= Shanghai, Singapore, Hong Kong, .
Taiwan and South Korea rounded out the
top five in math

= The Programme for International Student
Assessment (Pisa) report is the single larg-
est study of global schooling and has been
dubbed the World Cup of education

~mltis highly influential among education

made it into the top five in any category,
scoring as the fifth top performer in science.

The report noted that gender differences
remain strong, with girls continuing to out-
perform in reading skills and boys showing
better results in maths.

Australia, Canada, Estonia and Finland
were noted for having high levels of “equity”,
whére students can succeed regardless of
their socio-economic ackground.

But France, which has one of the strongest

AFP PHOTO

officials, with participating countries repre-
senting more than 80% of the global econo-
my and often adapting policy.

= Experts said the top scores of Asian
nations were down to a strong culture of
education and to teacher training

= Only one European country, Finland, made
it into the top five in any category, scoring
as the fifth top performer in science

= France, which has one of the
education brands in the world with its glob-
al network of lycees, performs poorly

education brands in the world with its net-
work of lycees, performs poorly. Describing
the report as the “world’s premier yardstick”
for education, OECD Secretary General
Angel Gurria said it highlighted the need
for “investing in structural reforms”.
“The highest-performing school systems
are those that allocate resources more equi-
tably among advantaged and disadvantaged
schools and that grant more autonomy over
curricula to individual schools,” he said.
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THE THREE-MEMBER team from IIT Kharagpur
comprising Somsish Ghosh, Ajaya Biswanathan
and Saswala Panigrahi has won the final round of
Sweden India Nobel Memorial Quiz 2013, held at
Jesus and Mary College, Delhi, recently. The inter-
college quiz competition is organised every year as
a part of the memorial week, which celebrates the
spirit of Alfred Nobel, the Swedish innovator, entre-
preneur and philanthropist. The winners will get an
all expense paid trip to Sweden, where they will
visit corporate houses, universities and museums.
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Publication: The Times Of India Delhi;Date: Dec 10, 2013; Section: Dance Of Democracy; Page: 10;
lIT-Kgp
basks in
alumnus
Kejri’s glory
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: At IT Kharag-
pur, all eyes were on
Ritesh Singh on Monday
The MTech student of
computer  science  and
SNEIMeETITE  Was  &NT.
rounded by friends and
swamped with congratu-
latory messages  from
those away from the
mampus due to the wi-
nter breal.

Ritesh has been an
AAP msider for the past
vear only one on campus.
And Arvind Kejrwal is
an [IT Kharagpur alwm-
nus of the 1988 batch.

Now that we've

been able to
prove our point, we'll
wait for instuctions on
the course of action

RITESH SINGH, AAP MEMBER

The campus was cel-
shrating since Sunday af-
ternoon. Students in AAP
zaps came out in numbers
and engaged in animated
sotwersations through the
day S8ingh had opted out of
placements last vear so he
ould spend time in New
Delhi and get to know the
mentral AAP brass. After
his formal association was
smented, he returned
to ITK and enrolled for
MTech. As a national ex-
seutive of the party his
job was initially to moni-
tor the party portal and de-
sgn posters. His job now
i= to sensitize people about
the principles ol AAP

However, not many on
sampus showed interest in
him till the Delhi results
starterd tumbling m on
Sunday “The Delhi elec-
Hons were an acid test,”
Singh said. *“The central
party  leadership  had
asled allof ustolie low Hll
the results were declared.
Mow that we've been able
to prove cur point, we'll
met nstructions  about
the next course of action.
Kolkata already has 2,000
plus enrolled AAP mem-
bers who too are watting,
just like me, for the future
sourse of action.” Kejri-
wal iz due to visit the city
towards mid-Januar.



